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Rockefeller Center 


January 2, 1965 


1254 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10020 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Your inquiries are at hand and I hasten to reply. The Wood side sale 
was held 1392-93 by, I think. The New York Stamp and Coin Company. This 
is the sale in which the firegilt 1349 $20 was last seen. I rang up the 
Society/ today, in order to get the full information, but those fortunate 
persons are still on vacation. I shall try again next week. 

I believe I already have all of the pertinent correspondences of 
Boulton and Droz. When you receive my M.S. you will see whether there is 
anything I am lacking. There is, however, one Boulton letter I am very 
much interested in, but it does not exist in the Birmingham papers, and 
only as a torn scrap in the National Archives. This is a letter from Boulton 
to Boudinot in December, 1793 concerning the former T s method of hardening dies. 

I think the less confided to Spilman, the better, but that is up to you. 

Theoretically, there is no reason why a complete die could not be trans — 
f erred in 1 7 37. I have written to you about this in my last, which you will 
have received by now. You may be entirely right about the Society »s New 
Haven reverse dies having been transferred in the 1355-60 period. This would 
have meant immersion in water, and could explain the extensive die rust. But 
who would have gone to all that trouble just to get up a few cabinet coins? 

As for the 1913 copper composition 5 cent piece, I will mention it or not 
mention it at your pleasure. I do not think the Treasury Department will kick 
up any fuss if I do not give the pedigree of the coin, particularly as the 
Secret Service is in here almost every week to solicit my assistance in some 
case or other. The Mint is, of course, a thoroughly ungrateful and uncoopera- 
tive department, but they are now only too happy to let sleeping dogs lie. 

As soon as I am enfranchised from the Mint Book, I will spend a day looking 
through the Court cases on John Baily, etc., which I wrote to you about some 


time ago 


Cordially 



Donald P. Taxay 
Curator 


DPT/zb 
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Mr. Eric ^ . Newman 
Edison Bros. Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St . Loui s , Mo . 

Dear Eric: 


I enclose an article on the New Haven "Restrikes,” 
which appeared in this month's issue of Coins Magaz ine . I thought 
the article might interest you, and presume you do not subscribe 
to this journal. If you consider the matter carefully, I think 
you will admit the force of the argument, and that it is more 
than "an interesting theory." 

I had run across the Rust sale you mentioned, though, 

I admit, not at the time I wrote the article. The discovery was 
made about a fortnight ago, during a marathon reading assignment 
I consigned myself, which comprised reading through all the pattern 
sections of most all the auction catalogues for the past one hundred 
and Ten years. Needless to say, I carefully checked this Rust for 
Fugio ''Restrikes , and found not a hare. So, until some evidence 
to the contrary is presented, I shall continue to regard H.N. 

Rust in tne same light as his concoctions. 

I will continue to look for the picture of the Ford 
Edwards' piece. It ought to turn up in a. general search. 

But I thought you had a colored slide of the Anton niece. 

If not, why not write him? He probably still has it, and 
would send it to you for photography. I never took a picture of it. 
If you want, I will talk to him about it. Let me know. 


uoraiaiiy , 

Don Taxay 



P.S. Did you get the opportunity to examine the Dupont Brasher "doubloon?" 


The Comprehensive Catalogue 

sold. This done, the pieces, allegedly destroyed, were tucked away in the Mint’s 
vaults. However, in 1868, Mint Director Henry Linderman caused the restriking of 
a great many coins and patterns, and, as part of the general scheme, brought the 1804 
dollars out of hiding and had their edges lettered. These pieces subsequently found 
their way into various cabinets. They can be easily distinguished from the earlier 
1804 dollars because they were restruck from a different reverse die. Moreover, the 
edge lettering is perfectly legible since it was applied subsequent to striking. 

During his administration as Director of the Mint, J. R. Snowden was respon- 
sible for a great many restrikes, which he used primarily to obtain rare Washington 
items for the Mint’s numismatic cabinet. He made no secret of the resurgent striking, 
and if it was not officially sanctioned by Secretary of the Treasury Guthrie, neither 
was it prohibited. Snowden’s successor, James Pollock, by and large discontinued the 
practice, but it was resumed in a big way during 1867-68 by Director Linderman. 
Thereafter it was officially discontinued, but the Mint was sometimes willing to make 
an exception; and even though dies were destroyed at the end of each calendar year, 
the punches were preserved with which to make up similar ones. 

Considering how scrupulous our early Mint officials were in important matters, 
it is amazing with what indifference they treated obsolete coining dies. For example, 
when the Mint relocated in 1833, a great many old dies were left among the base- 
ment rubbish, and subsequently given away. Others were sold at various times as 
scrap metal, and the wonder is not that impressions were occasionally made from 
them by collectors, but that so few were made! 

Piece de Caprice Mule. This is a marriage not simply of odd dies, but of a pair 
so mismatched as to be utterly inappropriate, as, for example, a pair which omits 
some part of the legend, or which duplicates it. The grossest mule is, of course, a 
double obverse or reverse. Even within the Mint, where, for the sake of a good trade, 
almost anything went, mules were regarded with mild disdain. In 1883 Mint curator 
Patterson DuBois called a mule “a monster with two heads or two tails not fit to 
toss up ... a stupid blunder or a trap to catch a price.” 

Fantasy. An impression with appropriate, though intentionally individualistic, 
characteristics such as deliberately unfinished dies or incorrect edge devices. 

Semi-Official Replica. An electrotype copy made at the Mint from a U.S. or 
other coin. These were prepared by the assayer and curator William DuBois in such 
a way that they emit a clear “ring" when struck. 

In addition to the cabinet pieces above described and hereafter enumerated, 
there exist a great many coins and essays which, as the saying goes, are not above 
suspicion. These comprise the majority of the mulings made from essay dies, most of 
the base metal patterns other than those of copper, or where the particular metal is 
appropriate, most of the plain edge specimens where a reeded edge is called for, and 
certain of the Mint errors. However, as it is difficult for laymen to follow the ratioc- 
inations of a specialist, and since evidence in the legal sense cannot be summoned, 
we shall not press our case or make any further incursion into the ranks of the essays. 



NOTES ON PRE-MINT ESSAYS 


Although plans for a federal coinage were underway as early as 1776, they were 
finally abandoned because of the widespread hoarding of bullion. Nevertheless, in 
about October of that year, a number of silver and brass essays were struck from 
dollar-sized dies. These were followed by a somewhat larger emission of pewter 
pieces, which may have been struck to revive Congressional interest in the project. 
A resolution for establishing a mint was adopted on February 20, 1777, but no action 
was ever taken on it. Since the aforesaid brass impressions approximate the weight 
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of a penny, as specified by this act, it is possible that they were intended as patterns 
for that issue. 

During his appointment as Superintendent of Finance (1781-84), Robert Morris 
continually urged Congress to establish a mint. Unfortunately, Morris accepted the 
advice of his assistant, Gouverneur Morris, who had devised an extremely cumbrous 
coinage plan. The denominations followed in decimal divisions, but the value of each 
was reckoned in relation to 1440 units, which was made equal to a Spanish milled 
dollar. The figure 1440 was selected as being the common denominator by which the 
currencies of the several states (excepting only South Carolina) could be converted 
without the use of a fraction. In 1783, patterns for silver 1000 unit, 500 unit and 
100 unit coins were made by one Benjamin Dudley. It is recorded also that copper 
coins of 8 and 5 units were struck, but they cannot now be located. 

In its original form, the Congressional act that authorized the 1787 Fugio cents 
provided for the words “American Congress” to appear on the circular band in the 
center of the reverse. As such, the design was closer to that of the 1776 Continental 
Congress coins than in the final version of the bill, which substituted the words 
“United States.” Copper patterns conforming to the original bill exist, and at least 
one is known to have entered circulation. 


NOTES ON MINT ESSAYS, 1791-92 
(Struck Prior to Regular Mint Operations) 



As originally drawn up, the Mint Act of April 2, 1792, provided that the head 
of the President appear on the obverse of the coinage. The bill had been prepared 
by Senator Robert Morris, and, when introduced in Congress, was accompanied by 
patterns for a half dollar. The silver impressions were distributed in the Senate and 
the copper ones among the more numerous members of the House. The former were 
struck in December, 1791, in the basement of John Harper’s saw factory, the latter 
in January, 1792, in the old Coach House on 6th Street, near Chestnut. Twenty-three- 
) ear-old Peter Getz of Lancaster (an aspirant for the Mint engravership) engraved 
the devices, while the date and lettering were punched into the dies by Robert Birch. 
The House of Representatives objected to the Washington head design as “mon- 
archical,” and the bill was finally amended to provide for a liberty head. All of the 
remaining 1792 patterns were struck after passage of the bill and conform to this 
provision. 

During July, 1792, the pattern dismes, half dismes, and one variety of the large 
cents (that with G.W.Pt., i.e. George Washington President) were prepared, the first 
of these from dies by Adam Eckfeldt, the last two from dies by Birch. President 
Washington himself deposited the first silver, and was repaid with 1500 half dismes, 
which he presented to friends here and abroad. In December, chief coiner Henry 
Voigt struck experimental patterns, from dies of his own making, to illustrate billon, 
bi-metallic, and fiduciary copper cents. During the same month, the second of the 
Birch cent types was struck, this time without the allusion to Washington. Essays for 
a 1792 quarter dollar were made from dies by the talented artist Joseph Wright, but 
it is not known exactly when. 


the specific gravities '-of copper ana rucKcu. iw mm j 

/In any case. X-ray florescence would be by far the better test an ; it is likewise 
Stive. But I will discuss the matter with the technician at the lab, 
no misgivings. 

The London Chronicle is at the annex Library which is only open 
until 1:00 on Saturday. I will go again this week and let you know what I 
can determine. The Sunday Dispatch and the Encyclopedia Americana (1798) 
are also there which is convenient except for the limited hours of their 
facilities. < 

Once again, may I advise you to be circumspect with Hewitt and not 
lay your cards on the table. 

Kindest regards, 

( yW 

Don Taxay 
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Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 
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